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ffynopsia of Preceding Chapters.)

Kitty Oray, a riewspasr woman, flnrts
In a curio shop half of a broken coin,
the muttlatsd inscription on which arouses
Tier cuiloalty, ana leadi her, at tha order
of her manaclng editor, to co to tha prin-
cipality oC uretzhoften to piece out tha
atory suggested by tha Inscription. Sha la
followed, and on arrtal In QretzhofTen
her adventures while chasing tha aecret of
the broken coin begin.

Kitty calls on Count Frederick, who
to detain her. She la rescued by

Roles u, who had shadowed her aa tha
Count's agent, and then had become her
friend because of Frederick's Ingratitude.

King Michael glvea Kitty the other
half of the coin, but she sends It back to
him. Sha hears of & plot to dethrone tha
monarch and warns him. He accepts the
warning and Kitty accompanies him to
tha black and white ball where he was
to be glen back the half coin. The
King receives the package Kitty sent and
tells her to open It. And she opens it In
triumph In front of Frederick.Brought before King Michael of Qrctthof-fe- n,

Kitty Gray, confessing the object of
her visit, Is given the other hnlf of the
broken coin It bears the words: "Tor-
ture chamber, treasures of the King,"

Later, fearing that the half coin will
Be stolen from her, the sends It back to
the King by messenger. Kitty overhearsa plot against the monarch and warns
him not to drink any wine at the ball thatevening.

FOURTH INSTALLMENT.

CHAPTER XVI.

If Your Majesty Please.
full view of the spectator, who

INnow had left the dancing floor and
gathered In groups at a respectful
distance from royalty, Kitty re-

ceived the envelope from the messenger
the same packet which she had her-M- lf

sent to the palace that morning for
delivery at midnight.

She did this with a fine air of Insouci-
ance, for she felt quite sure that suc-
cess now had met all her plans , nor
did the outward appearance of the
packet afford any reason to suspect
otherwise.

Yet, even as she took the envelope In
her hand, there came to her a sharp
conviction that something was wrong.
It had a strange lightness it did not

eem quite the same as when she her-
self had sealed it that morning. Hasti-
ly, she opened the envelope, her lips
compressed. It was empty !

Yes, the m3terlous coin was gone.
Entrusted to the safest messenger she
could find: sent to the kin himself: re
ceived by the king's trusted official ;

Kuarura, as was to oe supposed, every
moment of the time since it htd left her
hands none the less, the coin had dls-- a

pearcii as though some specter hand
had abstracted it.

The blank look of surprise which
came to her face was something not to
be mistaken. King Michael frowned.
"What is this, mademoiselle are we
made the subject of some sport? How
now?"

Count Frederick himself, who stoodnearby, was quite as much surprised as
Kitty at the denouement of this little
play which had been devised by her.Had his own man then lied to him
had he also been made the subject of
some jest? For It may bo remembered
that he himself had taken means of
his own to secure possession of the
coin before It could reach the hands of
the king.

Kitty stood regarding first one, thon
the next of the faces about her. On
the countenance of Count Frederick
she read only chagrin and surprise
equal to her own. There was no trace
of guilty knowledge there she was
aure of. that. Whatever had been his
own plan3 In regard to the elusive bit
of metal, surely his desires had been
thwarted now as fully as her own.
Then another hand had como Into the
fame! Some other mind also was In-
terested In the mysterious coin of
Oretzhoffen. Yet other machinationswere to be added to those, so obvious,
of the drama of the coin and Its rapid-
ly changing ownership.

"What then, mademoiselle?" de-
manded Michael, himself not yet so
fully advised as others regarding the

i nature of this packet which had been
intended for him. "What was it thatyou were so good as to Intend sending
ui?"

Kitty dared not answer this directquestion. She concluded quickly that
It would be far safer to add as littleas possible to the number of those who

. knew the full story of the traveling
coin.

"Your majesty," said she. turning
upon him so dazzling a smile as would
have made any man forget all else.
"It was nothing! It was but a smallfavor I would have pent your majesty,
to show the acknowledgement of my
own country, since your majesty has
done such honor to me tonight. Per-
haps some one in my humble menage
has been unfaithful if so. It was butemail loss after all. If your majesty
will forget it and give me a few
added days of grace, I will explain I
will try again, I hope with greater
fortune."

Michael was ready enough to agree
to anything which would bring back
to hie society this dazzling young
creature who stood beside him. More-
over, he was mentally weary by now.
this being due in part to the enforcedsobriety of the evening. He ever waswilling to avoid anything difficult ofsolution, and now was ready to turnto themes less exciting than this play
of wits.

"Very well, mademoiselle," said he,"as you like."
A certain relief was felt by all con-

cerned, as now ho turned and madea sign to the leader of the orchestra,
who stood, baton poised. Once more
the voices of the reeds and brassesswept the throng with them. Thesepeople, themselves emotional, andfeollng, perhaps, as they did some-thing of the tense nature of the timeswere glad enough to nnd relief in theswift measures of the dance. More-over, as they danced, they might gos-
sip; and surely, strange scenes hadgone on before their eyes but now."With us. excellcnzaV" The king
offered his arm. The king and theyoung American, of whose origin, hoknew, and apparently cared to know,nothing whatever, were the observeaof all. Michael at least could dance,and as for Kitty, she was an Americangirl.

As they swept on In the evolutionsof tho dance. Kitty caught sight otthe dark face of Count Sachlo. liehimself was not dancing, but stoodaloof, at the edge of the space occu-
pied by tlfe dancers. His eyes were
fixed upon her with an expression
which she could not fathom.

That she had earned this man's dis-like, or at least, she had deeply hurthis masculine vanity. Kitty was wellenough aware. Yet It seemed thiscould not quite account for the strange
expression on his face, as he gazed
Intently at her and her roval part-
ner. She Jumped at the conclusion mat
Bachlo himself alBo had some interest

what or how much she could not di-
vine in this same troublesome com.
Yes, Sachlo, nlso had been on obser-
ver In this little drama but now en-
acted. He was watching her she must.
watch him.

As for King Michael, he was extra-
ordinarily sober: which, in hla case,
was equivalent to saying that he waa
not extraordinarily happy He had Etui
In mind what he rated as the treach-ery of Count Frederick, who had

to make him Intoxicated that

night for what reason he, as yet,
could not guess. He had had no op-
portunity to examine Kitty as to ner
reason for the warning she had sent
him. His attitude toward Count Fred-
erick, thercforo was, somewhat cold,
and that noble was forced to rcccivo
In public the snub royal. Moreover,
Michael retained in hs memory tne
suspicion that Sachlo had come to his
palace on somewhat the same errand
as Count Frederick himself. He, Mere,
also failed to sec Count Sachlo, as no
stood near by, although ho passed him
repeatedly. On tho whole, King Mlcn-a- el

was nono too happy at this great
pleasure party which he had planned,
nor disposed to make others happy.

Count Frederick evaded tho throngs
about the king. I'nwllllngly he turned
away his eyes from the beautiful figure
of the young American as she danced.
He never had seen a woman who thrilled
him thus. He himself did not dance.
This was no evening of pleasure for him.
He had other plans. His attitude to
ward King Michael was wholly indiffer-
ent as that of royalty Itself toward him.
If, Indeed, all was to como to tho test
tonight If revolution was to ensue If
the people were to set In power another
king It would make small difference
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what was his own attitude toward this
weak king.

Count started toward the
door before a second came to
his mind. If there should for any
reason bo of his plans if
thcie should be need for yet greater
delay before his final overt act was

then he ought to have a
care to retain some footing in the
king's good graces. revo-
lution or no the throne
of was not worth hav-
ing unless its owner had both
halves of the missing coins.
cared not to be a king, nnd
only tho united coin could give any
king of actual wealth and
actual power.

The murmurs of the people, vague,
had from time to time been

audible at tho open door of the grand
entrance. They had here
about tho palace In the of

tho unfitness of tholr
seeing his Many

among them had primed
them for that very advent had

to them their own proper
of such' a sight. But that spec-

tacle had failed Michael was sober! He
was as much a king as could be made of
him! The vis Incrtlae of the people,
ready to endure the same evils ratherfight unknown onn.. thus hplnprt
keep matters still In balance.

But as the strains of the great
the of violin and flute,

the of viol and
rose and reached the ears of those
waiting In the streets: as the sight or
the richly clad dancers now and then
became visible as they passed the wide

tho envy and of
the people arose.

"Why do we starve while they
dance?"

Tho old, old cry of the
and arose, whether dumbly
or In open voice, from the hearts of
those who waited white the king and
his danced In tho great black
and white ball.

They began to edge towards the pal-
ace steps, a dork, dense mass. ,Tho sol-
diery were not eager to oppose them
with steel. The soldiers were

of the people. thev
had had small cause for loyalty to the
king and court of They
were III paid and ill

The people locked Count
had hinged his own plans of

action upon ono event the public dis-
grace of the king nnd that event had
not occurred. Thp hand that Kitty had
taken In these matters had spoiled tho
plan to make the king a slock.

there among the
In this throng many who

stir, retained some loyalty to their kins
and to their who could not
yet break the old forms of rule to which
thev had been

"The mutUred Count
to himself "After all, one Is

obliged to count them in In matters of
this kind."

lie frowned as he stood looking out
over the donso mass which filled tho
streets. Even he began to feel, almost
in spite of himself, some sort of a vagus
pity for these loss ones. He
began to think. His strong face grew
serious. How. after all. could he help
there peoplo If ho wcte their king? Ho
slKhed to himself. Not at all. unless
he hnd a and not at all could
he hao rt treasury unless ho had the
other half of this missing coin.

Still oer the voice of the stilngs and
reeds rose the low of the
mob, strange to hear, to

No one man raised his voice
aloud none had scarce more than

ns yet, but in tho total, the vol-
ume became a thing
terrible It was as the voice of somegreat if aroused It
seemed to convey the of a great
dragon, still jet In
the folds of his massive body.

King Michael heard thiB sound. All
heard It, this voice of the people, as yet

The king's face
smote home upon his soul. Thecourage of his usual

being tonight denied him, his weaknerves gave way. His attitude now
not that of the of theking, but of a man open for any sug-- .

gestlon. any advice. He looked thisway and that for forsome one who could offe ran arm to aking who was afraid'
He saw Count now

to the salon, from the great en-
trance door. The latter saw the terror
of bis fact, and

on tho tho for
to his own In

tho good graces.
"Your the

now and
his met I was In fault
today in my your

'Twaa but a mud jest of my
own. Give mo but to prove
my to your and our

and you shall not find mo
The arc about us yes, It

Is Is of revolt, of
I shall not 'to deny

that: but give me leavo to them,
your" and I you

you to send them away.
They shall not wreck tho
of which your Is the hoad
you shall bo their

"You are Indeed my after all,
Count

you seems wise. Uso
your1 own but them

fiom ono to tho Kitty
Oray saw what to her the

of a king so weak as to
lack in his own so

an to tcsort to the aid of a
man whom but now he had been will- -
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lng to call his enemy. A genuine con-
tempt for him overcame her, aa she
stood, look of
upon hor face.

our will care no
more for the dance?" she. "Since
the pe6ple seem to bo and
are not to Join us In thisyour majestj soon will retne.'"

"Yos, yes, we soon will
retire from tho dance." Tho face of

was It seemed to her
that trlflo and he would have
shed tears!

tho bolder man, Count
was once nioro to

addrcsh the people, who now halted,
as to what move next to make.

His own agentR had been among the
people, and had. made known his own
plans. Yet here was their master,

for some reason, to
give the word for actual

"My good people," began he, as ho
stood at tho hoad of the great
above them "his thanks you
for tho honor vou have done him In
coming out upon this occasion. He him.
self has found great In coming
hero to meet vou tonight, he
arose from a sick-ho- d to do so. Ho
wishes you to be calm in theso
days. He has planned this great ball ln
order that you might see the
of hla own soul In these events, so diffi-
cult alike for king and his people to
endure. remain loyal to
your king, whom I beforo you.
The ballroom soon will be cleared. Let
tho streets also be cleared. Go to your
homes. Walt, and on U3 who
hao vour true welfare at heart."

surged up to him now tho fig-
ures of more than one man, some In

from places In tho throng, In
the street. "What 13 It what Is

do wo not have tho order to march
on the they eagerly.

"All Is wrong," Count
to them. "For some reason,

b03t known to himself, the King Is not
drunk tonight, but sober. His peoplo

not tutnert against him on tho con-
trary, thev seem to respect him more
than they have done for months there
would be division among them If wo
started open revolt now. Only theyoung men aro for extreme measures.
The older men, who knew the old King,
remain loval to tho throne. They

the good King Michael they
will counsel loyalty to all his

We could not unite them now,
for thev will love their king to the
last moment. The only thing
needful to destroy their was
what I you tonight
fcharac, Almost I wish I had not

for I could not deliver that, and
so our plans havo failed. Any
attomnt at also would fall
tonight. This Is not wholly my

are other hands In this which I
do not yet know But we must go

We must wait.
"Here, take this gold, my

added, and himself of some
sums he had withhim. "It Is all I have Give it to

who need It most. Take them away
from here let them go to the

Bee that these places are filled
that the toast shall be, 'Long

live King Michael I' "
'Vo may not yet cry 'Long live King

"
The shook his head. "Notyet, said ho. "They still shall cry

Long live King That will do
for tho time at least."

The leaders passed among the crowd,rno newly un-
did of the work they had had
in hand. A began In tho
streets. Some left, here or there. Littlegroups broke apart.

the trond wna tnttmrrl tha
lower of the town, where now
wines mignt ne naa by those wno nadnot bread nt home.

Count returned thogreat and King
Michael where he stood. "Your

said he, "your peoplo are
to tholr homes."

my friend, my savior!"
Tho weak king, his features
grasped the hands of the stronger man.
"You tell me they will

"Even now they do so, your
"Thank Qod! How can I repay you

this? I swear It, It was you they feared
and obeyed, and not myself. Why Is

Apparently

chamberlains,
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that not myself? But. at least. I
am euro that I havo your aid and
counsel with me all the time?"

"It shall bo us you wish, your ma-jestj- ."

Kitty, by this time, somewhat forgot-
ten In tho king's vacillating mind, stood
looking from ono to tho other of these
two. As she rend tho situation, it car-
ried snmowhat of defeat to her. An In-

stant ago sho herself had dominated the
scene. Otherwise now, for Count Fred-cric- k

gave her a somewhat sarcastic
smile. It was the time of his triumph
and of hor discomfiture.

"Mademoiselle Is distrait?" said he.
"She Is not sho will return to
hor hotel, perhaps? What can ono do
for mademoiselle?"

Klttv turned toward him calmly. "If
I might ask ono of vou gentlemen to
secure my car for Count Fred-
erick smiled and bowed as he turnedaway.

But Kitty was not so soon to leave
tho great salon of tho palace thatnight. She passed toward the entrance
slowly, caught In the crtish and con-
fusion of others who were crowding
out In the fiasco of tho much vaunted
black and whlto ball. For tho time,
she found herself In the shelter of agreat column, where he was willing
enough to pause. As she halted here
she heard voices just behind her one
deep voice, which It seemed to her
she had surely heard before

"It Is a pity that affair did not come
off tonight, your excellency," she
heard another whisper hoarsely. "We
have everything In our own hands now.
I have all the plans of the fortlflca
tlons, the maps of the avenues, the
specifications for each street crossing.
It would have been entirely simple for
the of Grahoffen to marchthrough this city as It
liked."

,JYos!" broke In the deep voice which
haunted Kitty's memory, "I suppose
so; but what would wo do If wo could
not pay our troops the next day? How
much better off than Oretzhoffen would
then be our own case? No, Frederick isright In his main plan. The throne
alone Is worth nothing It Is worthless
In his kingdom or in our kingdom or
in any other a poverty stricken king-
ship Is no business for any man. Why
have vou not a diagram of tha treas-
ure's burial place with that, now, the
matter would bo somewhat differenttonight."

"Hush!" she heard tho other voice
whisper. Apparently warned, at least,
by their they movedalthough Kitty shifted her own position
so that her presence was not known

"So now," she thought to herself,
there are still enemies for this

llttlo unfortunate kingdom of
Its neighbor kingdom plans

war against It Its own king Is hel-plessIts peoplo aro oppressed Its
noblemen vare, perhaps, treacherous.

hat Is to he In such a case?"
Was It Count Sachlo's voice she had

heard was he, the king's friend. Count
Frederick's friend, the worst traitor ofull, and was he also plotting for the
restoration of the two lost bits of
Gretzhoffen coin?

Which way should the turn now? To
Frederick? Impossible. To Michael?
Equally Impossible. The one man was

"
1

too atrong. the other too weak, to be
of aid In her own plans or. Indeed, to
be of aid to Qrctshoffen Itself. Well,
after all, who was she, and what was
her Interest that she should Interfere
In these matters? War might, perhaps,
ensue between these two kingdoms, but
If so, It would not be her fault, nor
could It be prevented by herself. Ob-
viously, the best thing for her would be
to complete her own business and get
clear away as soon as possible.

And yet, there arose to her once more
the voice of the broken coin Itself! It
seemed to cry aloud to her, to conjure
her the voice of the people, long suffer-
ing, oppressed, devoid of hope a peo-
ple resigned to despair. What heart
could close to such a cry as that? Kitty
hesitated once more, drawn aside by thewarm sympathies of her own heart."I will not cruck It." said she, uncon-
sciously reverting to her own vernacu-
lar. "I'll see It through!"

The two men whose talk she had over-
heard, passed now from behind thepillar toward the Interior of tho palace.

they were known there and
welcome, for surely were notstopped by any of tho king's guards or

and Kitty herself, equal-
ly well Identified, passed readily Just

t-,-
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behind them ns they walked, unnoticed
in the scene of general disorder and
confusion which obtained at the mo-
ment us the ball disbanded. It was alike
within tho great palace and in all
Oretzhoffen that night confusion, un-
certainty reigned everywhere. Any gen-or.- il

could have conquered the capltol
that night. Only, that meant any gen-
eral who could have paid his troops the
next day!

Kitt,y needed but one glance at theman sho trailed to see It was Indeed
Count Sachlo whose voice she heard.
And he had passed as a friend of Count
Frederick as hall fellow well met be-
fore the king! So then, her own quick
feeling of distrust of Count Sachlo when
first she met him at his own hunting
lodge had been a thing well placed.
She thanked her Instinct for the warn-
ing. ,

The men passed now to a little roomat ono side of the main hall, whichtraversed that portion of the palace. A
window and a door, both lightly cur-
tained, opened from tho hall within.Kitty, as she drew up, could see themnow Sachlo, and one whose Identity sheqld not know.

"Listen now," she heard Count Sa-chi-

voice boom out, since here they
felt themselves qulto safe from Intru-
sion: "listen, while I tell you wnat
Is tho real key to all these matters.It Is this document, bearing on tnomissing treasure of old King Michael.lie died rich, but like a miser, hehid his gold. He left a clue, yes I
have told you all of that. That cluewas the broken coin a coin not so
old. but looking old. It may be thirty,perhaps fifty, years old. It was madesome time before the king's death.He had his plans all laid for the
transmission of the treasure to theproper hands.

"No, that coin was the same as deed
In the old days. All transfers ofrealty, as you remember, were made
on parchment, written Jn pen, and theparchment always waTs cut In twopieces on a waving line. The sellerKept half the paichment, tho buyer
tho other half. And always It ran
'This Indenture witnesseth." The 'in-
denture' was the waving line which
divided the parchment; and theparchment was proof of the transac-
tion, so each holder held half theproof.

"Now. this indenture of the broken
coin of Gielzhoffen witnessed thatMichael the First hnd transferred to
his people his treasure their trea-surehe kept half the deed for him-
self, or for the man who was to
stand fot himself. In some way hemeant to give the people the other
half, that Is to say, the other half of
the Indenture went somewhere, no
one to this day can guess whereexcept myself!

"These papers of old told of thetorture, chamber somewhere tinder
the fort. Our maps cover that, hutthy do not mailt the spot of the
treasure's hiding. Only the old coin
restored. Indenture to indenture the
ono-ha- lf to the other ever can settle J
mm,

"Now, look hero, my friend," Count
Sachlo held up beforo him a little
object, which caused Kitty to start
where sho stood:

It was the king's coin! Yes therewas the half coin which she with herown hands had sent for dllvery to
the king on the dancing floor at mid-
night that night and Count Sachlo.
by means which he only knew, hdben the thief! It now was plain to
her. Here was on more claimantfor the treasure of the dead king of
Oretzhoffen.

Count Sachl went on. 'This is one-ha- lf

only of tho coin. Alone, It does not

serve. I ,know well
tne otner naif, wunin
four hours I will k
both halves within my
my friend, we shall a
see! Events will happ
pylse this part of the

"Come to me tomorn
lodge In the forest. a
neutral lands. That la
the- - other half of the
a messenger to secuH
enongh how. Have oj
I, Count Sachlo. will
show them all the rei
which has pusled t
doms tor so long."

"Hlstt!" called out tl
addressed. .himself mort
have er. excellency!
ful."

Kitty iTverheard this
they mlfcJit start to t
cover her. darted dowt
the strand. Aalon. Havlr
for her Mirpoae and s
the secrets regarding
she was willing enough
and find her hotel, f
approached, morning, a
of body as "well as dlst

Had she remained
longer she night hav
conspirators themselve
were, did nob see. Tho
man peered in at thi
room which .they oc
could see now all tha
although he had not
the latter at the time
The two conspirator i

little conversation. "Y
at the lodge tomorrow
Sachlo resumed- - "Lei
possible. This city Is
what disappointed thi
been a great ball nor a
We may the nrwre i
conge. I shall start ea
Ing lodge yes. yon all

"Do others know It?'
cautious man.

"Not many of thfls clyes and that spy of
can girl, the man Jfcole.
ous enough In hlr widog to her. althoughlong ago he was a se
Frederick himself."

"And as to the ycun
self.

Count Sachlo turme- -

WASHING!
There are thr

tion Picture Ads.
Find these wo

Editor of The Timi
The threo nei

worth of tickets to
Answers to be in
structed to be guid
in going over the i

clean, free from
pure, unadulteratei
nothing superfluous

OLYM
1431 U 81

TODAY OPE

Theda
(THE VAMPIRE

"The D
Daught
WllUaUM Fox 1

REVERE V.
TODAY-OP- EI

Lillian Haasc

"Wildfi
A Shnbert feature In
Lionel BarrysBore ai
cast.

Sir J. Forbes-Ro- b

"Haml.
Hearst-Seli- g

ViUgraph Coj

TANGO I
14th and V St

TONIGI
WtlzuntB Merkyl a.

Richard l

"A Wife for ,
A Kalera Broadway

"When Charlie Wa
Comedy.

The Boy Seoul

PATHE NFWfl, 1

Today Tom Terrls In
II." Tuesday Jnnet
Wcdnenday ln Set
Jules Verne, lliur:
Hlmaalf." rrldu
la "Aa Ye roiv. ft

Aiwaya a ct sfcuber
dpome. Alas two

i


